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UN 1540 Resolution (4/5)
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UN 1540 Resolution (5/5)

What’s new?

• The UNSC 1540 (2004) establishes a universal mandatory obligation (legally binding).
Before this resolution non-proliferation regimes were based on bilateral or multilateral
agreements.

• A comprehensive review is foreseen every 5 years (2009 and 2016).

• The 1540 committee releases annual review reports (on the implementation of the
resolution).
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Multilateral export control regimes on 
dual use goods and technologies

1. Missile Technology Control Regime

2. Wassenaar Arrangement

3. the Nuclear Suppliers Group

4. the Australia Group (on bio-chemical weapons*)

These regimes are voluntary mechanisms through which nonbinding
‘guidelines’ are maintained. They operate by consensus.
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*bio-chemical weapons are furtherly regulated by 2 binding conventions:
- the Chemical Weapons Convention
- the Biological Weapons Convention



Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) (1/2)

The Missile Technology Control Regime is an informal and voluntary
association of countries which share the goals of non-proliferation of
unmanned delivery system capable of delivering weapons of mass
destruction, and which seeks to coordinate national export licensing
efforts aimed at preventing their proliferation.

Members: 34 (know as ‘partners’)

Relevant treaty: --
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Partecipants:

Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) (2/2)

ARGENTINA, AUSTRALIA, AUSTRIA, BELGIUM, BULGARIA, BRAZIL, CANADA, CZECH REPUBLIC, DENMARK, FINLAND, FRANCE,
GERMANY, GREECE, HUNGARY, ICELAND, INDIA, IRELAND, ITALY, JAPAN, LUXEMBOURG, NETHERLANDS, NEW ZEALAND,
NORWAY, POLAND, PORTUGAL, REPUBLIC OF KOREA, RUSSIAN FEDERATION, SOUTH AFRICA, SPAIN, SWEDEN,
SWITZERLAND, TURKEY, UKRAINE, UNITED KINGDOM, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
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Wassenaar Arrangement (1/2)

The Wassenaar Arrangement was established in order to contribute to
regional and international security and stability, by promoting
transparency and greater responsibility in transfers of conventional
arms and dual-use goods and technologies, thus preventing
destabilising accumulations.

Members: 41

Relevant treaty: Potentially Arms Trade Treaty
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Wassenaar Arrangement (2/2)
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ARGENTINA, AUSTRALIA, AUSTRIA, BELGIUM, BULGARIA, CANADA, CROATIA, CZECH REPUBLIC, DENMARK, ESTONIA,
FINLAND, FRANCE, GERMANY, GREECE, HUNGARY, IRELAND, ITALY, JAPAN, LATVIA, LITHUANIA, LUXEMBOURG, MALTA,
MEXICO, NETHERLANDS, NEW ZEALAND, NORWAY, POLAND, PORTUGAL, REPUBLIC OF KOREA, ROMANIA, RUSSIAN
FEDERATION, SLOVAKIA, SLOVENIA, SOUTH AFRICA, SPAIN, SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND, TURKEY, UKRAINE, UNITED KINGDOM,
UNITED STATES

Partecipants:
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Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) (1/2)

The Nuclear Suppliers Group is a group of nuclear supplier countries
that seeks to contribute to the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons
through the implementation of two sets of guidelines for nuclear
exports and nuclear-related exports.

Members: 48

Relevant treaty: Nuclear non-proliferation treaty
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Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) (2/2)
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Partecipants:
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The Export Control Regimes and EU Control List

The lists settled by control regimes are integrated into the

EU control list of Regulation (EU) n. 428/2009 on dual use items. 

This integration is based on a fixed structure.
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(Items of Stealth technology, of community strategic control, 
of MTCR technology, of Chemical Weapons Convention, of NSG technology)

EU Dual Use Reg. 428/2009, 
Scope
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EU Dual Use Reg. 428/2009 - Structure (1/2)

6 Annexes:

- A 1: Dual Use goods list

-A 2: Union general Export Authorization
-A 3: Authorization models

-A 4 (A3): other items
(Stealth’s technology, of the Community Strategic Control, MTCR’s technology, CWC’s
technology, NSG’s technology)

-A 5: Repealed regulation with its successive amendaments
-A 6: Correlation table
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EU Dual Use Reg. 428/2009 – Structure (2/2)
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EU Dual Use Reg. 428/2009 – Annex I, 
general notes and definitions (1/4)
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EU Dual Use Reg. 2420/2015 – Annex I, 
general notes and definitions (3/4)
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EU Dual Use Reg. 2420/2015 – Annex I, 
general notes and definitions (4/4)

2214/03/18



Countries subject to additional control 
(restrictions or embargoes), as of today

Afghanistan Haiti Somalia

Belarus Iran South Sudan

Bosnia and Herzegovina Iraq Sudan

Burundi Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea

Syria

Central African Republic Lebanon Tunisia

China Liberia Ukraina (Seb. e Crimea)

Democratic Republic of Congo Libya USA

Cote d’Ivoire Moldova Yemen

Egypty Myanmar/Burma Zimbabwe

Eritrea North Korea

Republic of Guinea (Conakry) Russia Federation

Guinea-Bissau Serbia and Montenegro
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Prohibited trades to certain destination and/or entities  (e.g., North Korea, Russia, Iran)
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Sanctions

➢ As far as EU sanctions / restrictive measures are concerned, they include:

✓ restrictions on exporting or supplying arms and associated technical
assistance, training and financing

✓ controls on the export, transit and brokering of dual use items or other
restricted goods

✓ a ban on exporting equipment that might be used for internal repression

✓ financial sanctions on individuals, in government, government bodies and
associated companies, or terrorist groups and individuals associated with
those groups; such sanctions can vary from the comprehensive – prohibiting
the transfer of funds to a sanctioned country and freezing the assets of a
government, the corporate entities and residents of the target country – to
targeted asset freezes on individuals/entities

✓ travel bans on named individuals

✓ bans on imports of raw materials or goods from the sanctions target
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Dual Use Regulation Technical Weaknesses (1/6)
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1) PRINCIPAL ELEMENT: VAGUE DEFINITION

THERE IS A MORE ACCURATE DEFINITION ONLY FOR CATEGORY 4:
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Dual Use Regulation Technical Weaknesses (2/6)
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2) SPECIALLY DESIGNED: NOT DEFINED INSIDE THE REG.

ONLY THE MTCR REGIME REPORTS A DEFINITION, BUT, BEING A REGIME, 
IT HAS NOT A LEGAL POWER
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Dual Use Regulation Technical Weaknesses (3/6)
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3) EXPORT OF TECHNOLOGY (ART.2-7): AMBIGUOUS 

IF I DELIVER A LECTURE ON SENSITVE TOPICS 
OR I BRING WITH ME, IN MY BACKPACK, ABROAD, A SENSITIVE HANDBOOK?
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Dual Use Regulation Technical Weaknesses (4/6)
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4) VELOCITY OF UPDATING WITH THE TECHNOLOGY EVOLUTION: VERY, VERY, VERY SLOW!

THE ENTIRE PROCESS IS LONG AND FARRAGINOUS:

- NATIONAL ECONOMICAL INTERESTS
- REGIMES MEETINGS
- ETC ETC.. 

WITH THE RESULT OF LISTING ONLY “OLD”, OR “NOT FRONTIER TECHNOLOGIES”
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for instance, the UAV:
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WHEN THE NANO DRONES SWARMS, OR THEIR SOFTWARE, WILL BE CONTROLLED? 

TODAY THIS TECHNOLOGY IS FREE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DK6IGG5zRU8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DK6IGG5zRU8
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Thank you

www.angelominotti.com

dualuse-armscontrol@angelominotti.com

info@angelominotti.com

+393282891745
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