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Classification – How to Proceed

The control and classification of an item (also known as rating) pursuant to
Annex I is based solely on a technical and objective interpretation of the
text of the respective item entry.

Items are considered on their own merits regardless of whether they are
delivered as a main item (e.g. a machine tool), as a part of a system or
unit (e.g. pump), as a component that is integrated in or added to
another item (e.g. an A/D or D/A converter), or as a specific material (e.g.
zirconium or a chemical).

An item is controlled if it (or its description) corresponds to an entry in the
List.



Challenges to product rating

Control lists can be huge and complex (e.g. the WA lists)

Information may be imperfect and scarce:
 If the exporter is not the manufacturer, they may not know technical 

information
 If case has been referred by customs, they might have nothing more than the 

physical item

In spite of best efforts in their drafting, the lists can be ambiguous or otherwise 
open to interpretation.

Different regime controls may have different specifications for similar items; 
hence the importance of a single consolidated list (e.g. EU Common List)



Classification – How to Proceed

To determine if an item is controlled, the following assessment should be 
undertaken: 

 Which Category may control this item? 

 Which entry could apply? 

 Which technical characteristics are used in this entry to describe the item? 

 Which technical characteristics does the export item meet? 

 Do the characteristics match? 

If so, the item is subject to control. 



One example EU Dual-use 
Control List

Technical Categories
0 - Nuclear materials,   

facilities, and equipment
1 – Special materials and 

related equipment
2 - Materials processing
3 - Electronics
4 - Computers
5 - Telecommunications and 

information security
6 - Sensors and lasers
7 - Navigation and avionics
8 - Marine
9 – Aerospace and 

propulsion.

Multilateral & Unilateral 
Controls
000 – 099   Wassenaar Arrangement.
100 – 199   Missile Tech Control Reg.
200 – 299   Nuclear Suppliers Group.
300 – 399   Australia Group.
400 – 499   Chemical Weapons 
Conv. 
500 – 899   Reserved.
900 – 999   Unilateral Controls.

Product Groups
A - Equipment, Assemblies and Components
B - Production and Test Equipment
C - Materials
D - Software
E - Technology

6 A 007



Many precursors are widely-traded chemicals with a range of legitimate applications, while 
others trade normally in only small quantities
 Triethanolamine, CAS 102-71-6.  Category and product group ?

Many dual-use materials may be subject to strategic trade controls if they meet certain 
technical specifications.

 Carbon fibres. Category and product group ?

 CCD Sensors. Category and product group ?

QUIZ



Equipment with legitimate commercial uses that can also be used in the development, 
production, or use of WMD, conventional weapons, or delivery systems

 Valve. Category and product group?

 Unmanned Aerial Vehicle. Category and product group?

Quiz



Classification – Guided Example

Example 1: Transducer CRM 274
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Classification – Guided Example

For the classification of this transducer we will proceed along the 
following steps as explained earlier:

 Which Category may control this item? 

 Which entry could apply?

 Which technical characteristics are used in this entry to describe the item? 

 Which technical characteristics does the export item meet? 

 Do the characteristics match?  



Classification – Guided Example

2B230
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2B230 Assessment
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Classification – Guided Example

Example 2: Coordinate Measuring Machine (CMM)



Classification – Guided Example

Micro-Hite, the line of small CMMs
featuring excellent performance, is
the result of the synergy among
Hexagon Metrology companies in
research, design and
manufacturing.
Micro-Hite is suitable for use in small
shops as well as in large operations,
as a stand-alone, walk-up station for
first part inspection, tool set-up or as
a flexible gage. It is available in both
the manual and CNC version.
The automatic version, Micro-Hite
DCC, features performance and
flexibility typical of larger measuring
volume CMMs.



Classification – Guided Example

PC-DMIS measuring software by Hexagon 
Metrology provides the most 
comprehensive solution to today’s 
metrology applications.
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Classification – Guided Example

As with the previous case on transducers we will again proceed through 
the following step for the classification of this CMM:

 Which Category may control this item? 

 Which entry could apply? 

 Which technical characteristics are used in this entry to describe the item? 

 Which technical characteristics does the export item meet? 

 Do the characteristics match?  
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2B206.b



Classification – Guided Example


